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Oral Argument Docket 
 

 

Tuesday, September 28, 2021 

9:00 A.M. Session 

 

 

1. LYNNESE PHILALOM V. STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTOMOBILE INS. CO. 
 

Docket No. 2020-05-0763 | Join via Teams at 9 AM Central 

Attorneys:  

   

    Appellant:  State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Co.    

A. Allen Grant  

  Appellee:  Lynnese Philalom 

Carmen Ware 

 

Court of Workers’ Compensation Claims:  Murfreesboro 

Judge:  Robert V. Durham 

 

 

 

 

2. DAN CODY V. G.UB.MK CONSTRUCTORS 

 

      Docket No. 2020-02-0545 | Join via Teams at 10:15 AM Central 

      Attorneys:  

 

Appellant:  G.UB.MK Constructors 

 Karen G. Crutchfield 

Appellee/Appellant:  Dan Cody 

 John Dupree 

 

Court of Workers’ Compensation Claims:  Gray 

Judge:  Brian K. Addington 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTEzZmNhNTAtN2U4MS00YzQ1LTg2YzEtY2E0NDkwOWVhMzky%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f345bebf-0d71-4337-9281-24b941616c36%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a2ce6a02-95cc-4ee2-a071-a74cdece1c36%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWRhOWNmNzYtZjkzYy00MWY2LTk0ZjctMjRiOTViYWI0YWIw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f345bebf-0d71-4337-9281-24b941616c36%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a2ce6a02-95cc-4ee2-a071-a74cdece1c36%22%7d


 
 

Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board Judges 

 

 

Timothy W. Conner is the presiding judge of the Tennessee 

Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board, where he has served since August 1, 2014.  Prior 

to that, Judge Conner practiced law for twenty-two years in the areas of workers’ 

compensation, wills and estates, and general liability defense.  He is also an Adjunct 

Professor at Lincoln Memorial University’s Duncan School of Law, where he teaches 

Legal Writing and Workers’ Compensation Law.  He received his bachelor’s degree from 

Boston University and his J.D. from Wake Forest University School of Law.  Judge 

Conner is married and has two daughters.  
 

 

 

 

Pele I. Godkin was appointed to the Tennessee Workers’ Compensation 

Appeals Board by Governor Bill Lee on January 14, 2020.  Judge Godkin began her practice 

in Tennessee as a workers’ compensation specialist for the Tennessee Bureau of Workers’ 

Compensation, formerly known as the Division of Workers’ Compensation, shortly after the 

2004 workers’ compensation reform.  Judge Godkin eventually transitioned into working as 

a Supervising Attorney and, while in this role, served in a quasi-judicial capacity which 

included determining parties’ legal rights/duties under the law, discharging the agency’s 

jurisdiction to review and enter appropriate orders with regard to workers’ compensation 

issues, and reviewing/approving proposed settlements of workers’ compensation claims.  

Judge Godkin entered private practice in 2008 where she litigated workers’ compensation 

claims, medical malpractice claims, and general liability defense cases.  Judge Godkin 

received her bachelor’s degree from Central Washington University and her J.D. from Seattle 

University School of Law.  She has one daughter.  

 

 

 

David F. Hensley began his legal career in Chattanooga clerking for 

Judge Herschel P. Franks of the Tennessee Court of Appeals following graduation from the 

University of Tennessee College of Law in 1979.  He was in private practice from 1981 to 

2014, handling cases involving workers’ compensation, insurance defense, insurance fraud, 

construction law, and estates.  From 2004 until his appointment to the Appeals Board, Judge 

Hensley was a partner and shareholder in the Chattanooga firm of Franklin, Cooper & 

Marcus, PLLC.  Originally from Athens, Tennessee, Judge Hensley relocated to 

Chattanooga in 1979 and served as a member and Chairman of the Board of the North River 

YMCA and a member of the Board of Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater 

Chattanooga.  In 2014, he was appointed by Governor Bill Haslam to the Tennessee 

Workers’ Compensation Appeals Board and, in 2018, he was reappointed by Governor 

Haslam to a six-year term.  Judge Hensley has an avid interest in water skiing and sailboat 

racing.  He is married and has two children and six grandchildren. 
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